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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF SHIFT 
IN COMPOSITION OF FOOTWEAR IMPORTS 

REF: STATE 102608 

EMBASSY HAS NO INTERNAL INPORMATION CONCERNING THE 
INTER-CHANGEABILITY OP PRODUCTION PACILITIES IN THE 
ROK AND PREPERS NOT TO HAZARD AN OPINGION AS TO THE 
LIKELIHOOD THAT ANY CUTBACK IN SHIPMENTS OP NON-RUBBER 
POOTWEAR WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN INCREASE IN SHIPMENTS 
OP RUBBER FOOTWEAR WITH OUT SUCH INFORMATION. 

ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ROKG OVER A NON-RUBBER 
POOTWEAR OMA AND THE ATMOSPHERICS SURROUNDING THESE 
TALKS HAVE MADE THE PAST WEEK AN INAUSPICIOUS TIME TO 
APPROACH THE ROKS POR THE INPORMATION NECESSARY 
TO RESPOND TO SENATOR TALMADGE'S INQUIRY. AT PIRST 
POSSIBLE MOMENT, PROBABLY EARLY WEEK OP MAY 16, 

EMBASSY WILL INQUIRE AS TO THE DEGREE OP INTER-CHANGEABILITY 

OP PRODUCTION PACILITIES AND RESPOND ASAP TO 

REFTEL. 
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